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Title 23 - LAND USE CODE
Subtitle III Land Use Regulations
Division 2 Authorized Uses and Development Standards
Chapter 23.42 - General Use Provisions
SMC 23.42.050  Home occupations.

A home occupation of a person residing in a dwelling unit is permitted 
outright in that dwelling unit in all zones as an accessory use to any 
residential use permitted outright or to a permitted residential 
conditional use, in each case subject to the standards of this Section.

A. The occupation shall be clearly incidental to the use of the 
dwelling unit as a dwelling.

B. Commercial deliveries and pickups to the dwelling unit shall be 
limited to one (1) per day Monday through Friday. No commercial 
deliveries or pickups shall be permitted on Saturday, Sunday or federal 
holidays.

C. To discourage drop-in traffic, the address of the home occupation 
shall not be given in any advertisement, including but not limited to 
commercial telephone directories, newspapers, magazines, signs, flyers, 
radio, television or other media. Addresses may be listed on business 
cards, but a statement must be included to the effect that business is 
by appointment only.

D. The occupation shall be conducted only within the principal 
structure or in an accessory dwelling unit. Parking of vehicles 
associated with the home occupation shall be permitted anywhere that 
parking is permitted on the lot.

E. To preserve the residential appearance of the dwelling unit, there 
shall be no evidence of the occupation from the exterior of the 
structure; provided that outdoor play areas for child care programs and 
outdoor activities customarily incidental to the residential use shall 
be permitted. No outdoor storage shall be permitted in connection with 
a home occupation.

F. To preserve the residential character and use of the dwelling unit, 
only internal alterations customary to residential use shall be 
permitted, and no external alterations shall be permitted to 
accommodate a home occupation, except as required by licensing or 
construction codes for child care programs.

G. Except for child care programs, not more than one (1) person, 
whether full-time or part-time, who is not a resident of the dwelling 
unit may work in the dwelling unit of the home occupation whether or 
not compensated. This includes persons working off-site who come to the 
site for business purposes at any time as well as persons working on 
site.



H. The home occupation shall not cause or add to on-street parking 
congestion or cause a substantial increase in traffic through 
residential areas.

I. A maximum of two (2) passenger vehicles, vans and similar vehicles 
each not exceeding a gross vehicle weight of ten thousand (10,000) 
pounds shall be permitted to operate in connection with the home 
occupation.

J. The home occupation shall be conducted so that odor, dust, light and 
glare, and electrical interference and other similar impacts are not 
detectable by sensory perception at or beyond the property line of the 
lot where the home occupation is located.

K. Signs shall be regulated by Section  23.55.020.

L. Child care programs in the home of the operator shall be limited to 
twelve (12) children per day including the children of the operator.

(Ord. 122311 , Section 22, 2006)
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